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ON THE COVER 

Winter in Minnesota is the perfect time to get out and stay 
busy with our Winter What To Do, featuring the National 
Figure Skating Championships (Ashley Wagner pictured 
here) in St. Paul. 

Photo courtesy of U.S. Figure Skating 


CORRECTION 

The photo of Tim Campbell on page 48 ofthe iPad/iPhone 
version of Issue 536 should have been credited to Mark 
Luinenburg, courtesy of Tim Campbell. 


Online Magazine Prizes LavenderMagazine.com 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, iPad, iPhone, or 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Happy New Year! 


Welcome to 2016. I hope the end of 2015 was satisfying and the move 
into 2016 hasn't been too jarring. I always like to take this first issue and 
look at what's coming up for the next year for Lavender Media. It's an 
exciting time and we've got fresh eyes and minds. 

I'm extremely pleased that Shane Lueck is now a full-time presence in 
our editorial department. From starting as a student volunteer four years 
ago to becoming a part-time employee to now being with us in full capac- 
ity, his impact has shown favorably on what Lavender Media's become in 
recent years. Shane's hard work, self-direction, superb interview skills, 
story ideas, and ability to string together stories in record time are all 
aspects that will enable Lavender to expand our coverage and footprint 
in Minnesota and beyond and free up some of my time for growing our 
influence and reach in terms of visibility and involvement. 

In terms of increased visibility and involvement, I’m also happy to 
welcome John Mark to Lavender Media as Arts Editor-At-Large. We've 
already seen John Mark's work in our pages in features such as the re- 
cent fashion piece, “Wintering,” and profiles of Lizzo (in the Pride Issue) 
and Shamir (in this issue), and now he'll be telling us what's what on 
the back page of every issue starting with the next one. The idea of hav- 
ing an Arts Editor-At-Large indicates that we're spreading out and being 
more intentional with our community involvement both here at home 
and globally. John Mark is a choreographer, creative director, producer, 
personality, and overall wonderful addition to the Lavender team. 

The Lavender team will also be expanding as ГЇЇ be able to direct 
more attention to working with students. A few times each year, I’ve been 
invited to speak to some classes and visiting journalists at some of the 
area colleges and universities. This niche publication of ours is such a 
unique media outlet in terms of history and reach and readership that 
to be able to tell people about it is a passion of mine. But, even more 
exciting, is the prospect of inviting students to work with us and cre- 
ate content, making the voices more diverse in age and experience and 
knowledge. How can I help train their eyes to see things through the 
diverse lens of this community? How can they teach me to expand what 
I know? How can I learn from them and their newer, less scratched lens- 
es? If you're a college student in an area of study that could benefit from 
collaborating with Lavender Media and you're reading this, consider this 
your invitation to find this post on our website and read how you can sub- 
mit materials to me to be considered for the student volunteer program. 
Га be happy to look at your school's internship guidelines and see if we 
can work together. 

Also in the areas of visibility and involvement, please find Lavender 
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Newsstand. Facebook is a fickle 


creature, prone to flights of fancy. Though I fought tooth and nail against 
having anything to do with math or math lingo in my life, I now have to 
pay attention to algorithms on social media, thanks to Facebook. I always 
have to laugh that it seems like we need to depend on Facebook, despite 
having a website with all of our stories very obvious and find-able right 
there at www.LavenderMagazine.com. But, still, most of us keep a tab 
open with Facebook as we go about our days on our computers and now 
prefer to be invited to websites for content by way of cleverly introduced 
links...and Lavender does that, too. We invite you to find, like, and follow 
"Lavender Magazine" so you can be the first to know when there's fresh 
content on the website, both stories that are in our print issues as well 
as online-only content that occurs multiple times every day. We'll also 
be running contests on Facebook, promoting our events, and posting 
call-for-entries for reader submissions for our wedding issues and other 
features for which we'd like your feedback. 

If you're more of a links-only kind of person, we're at @lavmag on 
Twitter. Prefer pictures? Find us at @lavendermagazine on Instagram. 
Want each free issue delivered to you automatically on iPhone or iPad? 
Find “Lavender Magazine" on Newsstand and subscribe. We want you to 
have as much access to our free content as possible, and we don't even 
bug you with pop-up ads or videos that take over your computer when 
you click into our site. We can't stand those hurdles in our own user ex- 
periences; we won't do that to you, either. Find us, find our content, and 
find what you need without barriers. 

Please tune in for Big Gay News. You can find it at @biggaynews on 
Twitter, subscribe to the Big Gay News podcast, and also follow it on 
Facebook. Linda Raines and Shane Lueck compile the stories and Shane 
and I started splitting the podcasting duties late in 2015 after taking over 
the reins from Pierre Tardif. Гуе learned that no matter how much I 
try to follow current world events for all sorts of subjects, yet one more 
news source for the Big Gay News makes my days even that much more 
rich. Not only do the stories keep me informed, but they help me draw 
connections between different world events and what goes on here in 
Minnesota. We are only a small part of such a big picture. 

Here's to a year full of rich information and experiences. Thank you 
for joining us and ГЇЇ see you online, on the stands, and at our events. 

With thanks and love. в 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Sticks and Stones and 
Words — Can Kill You 


No doubt bipedal humanoids have used 
hateful speech to harm others as soon as 
they learned to to communicate with grunts 
and clicks. 

That's how voodoo really works. Plant a 
dark suggestion in a pliant mind, and the tar- 
get believes and declines. It works at home: 
tell your child he or she is ugly, stupid, unlov- 
able, and they will believe. The harm may be 
unintentional, thoughtless; regretted the sec- 
ond it's uttered. But once it has hit the target, 
the damage is done. 

What about words calculated and carefully 
aimed? It is criminally disingenuous for those 
spewing hatred today — in the media, on televi- 
sion, in political speeches — to claim that none 
of their words have any effect, that none of the 
shooters who have slaughtered dozens of inno- 
cents in just the past several weeks (how many 
more between this writing and its publication?) 
have not been fueled to some degree by their 
careless and unfounded rants? 

How can one not believe that the lying, cob- 
bled-together film on Planned Parenthood's 
practices, proven to be false, did not in some 
way prompt the shooter to injure many and kill 
three while muttering *No more baby parts"? 

Others from political and church forums 
are calling for the killing of presumed ter- 
rorists, one in particular for the wholesale 
killing of terrorists' families, not specifying 
whether these would include the extermi- 
nation of parents and siblings of our home- 
grown, white terrorists. 


All these killings urged by a supposedly 
Christian group of average Americans and 
patriotic politicians. They'll have to be timed 
carefully to work with others who have their 
own killing agendas, like the man of the cloth 
who recently called for the killing of all gays 
before Christmas (if you are reading this, he 
may have bumped his target date to, say, Val- 
entine's Day in 2016). 

What to say? The cause and effect are obvi- 
ous, to this writer, but of course the hate-mon- 
gers won't agree. One, in the aftermath of the 
San Bernardino massacre, accused Planned 
Parenthood (though that Colorado pol may 
now face a recall). 

The question is: does that individual, and 
the others, calling for death and laying blame 
wildly about themselves on whomever they 
wish to tarnish, really believe what they're say- 
ing? If so, then what kind of mass delusion or 
insanity has overtaken segments of our popu- 
lation? If not, and she and so many others are 
lying, using outright lies to tarnish reputations 
and worse; to urge the killing of hundreds, 
even thousands. What is their agenda? 

The hate-speak is not going to stop, and 
the sane thing to do is not to retaliate with a, 
“Why you lying..." but to ferret out what ex- 
actly their goals are. Screaming hateful things 
at cancer won't effect a cure. 

Cui bono? Who wins, and why are they 
choosing this tactic? Without that knowledge, 
there will be no firm ground, no toe-hold from 
which to fight back and stop them cold. m 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Editor: 

For decades I have held that Tim 
Campbell, founding editor of the GLC 
Voice, is the most important figure in Min- 
nesota's GLBT history. The choice of Tim 
as Lavender's Person of the Year(s) is well 
deserved indeed. George Holdgrafer's ob- 
servant interview and introduction puts 
that into sharp focus. Though Tim has not 
lived here for several years we still feel his 
impact. The fact that GLBT people in the 
Twin Cities have options and respect they 
did not have in the 1970s and 1980s owes 
incalculably to Tim. 

The collective consciousness of that 
time was very different. The AIDS epidem- 
ic created a kind of mass psychic terror not 
unlike the fear of terrorism the country 
feels today. Gay men were pariahs, HIV- 
positive or not. 

Tim raged against the proverbial ma- 
chine and spoke openly about safe sex and 
government indifference. He was to the 
'Twin Cites what Larry Kramer was to New 
York. Against the grain of "Minnesota Nice" 
Tim also covered murders of local gay men 
some of whom were closeted government 
figures. He openly criticized both political 
parties and the Star Tribune when he dis- 
agreed with them. He called anti-sex femi- 
nists on the carpet for their scorched earth 
hyperbole when no one else had the guts. 
He rates with Camille Paglia in that regard. 

I was fortunate enough to review plays 
for the GLC Voice during its last two years. 
Tim realized the importance of the arts and 
was one of the best Twin Cities arts writ- 
ers himself. He championed queer stage 
work and the voices of marginalized people 
in general. We all benefit, even today, from 
the man's the bold intellectual energy. He 
opened doors for queer equality. 

John Townsend ш 
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ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


The Best Brothers. Photo by Justin D. Gallo Photography 


THE BEST BROTHERS 

Jan.15-24 

Open Eye Theatre, 506 E. 24th St., Minneapolis 
612-643-1231 

www.loudmouthcollective.com 


After Kyle and Hamilton's mother is killed in a strange way at 
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a gay Pride parade, the sons are 
left to make final arrangements. 
This brings out unresolved issues. 
Loudmouth Collective director 
Natalie Novacek observes, “Сот- 
peting for her affection, surviving 


the revolving door of suitors that 
was her love life, and believing 

the other to be loved most or best 
or hardest, these brothers have 
been at odds since day one. Now 
that their mother is dead, they 

are faced with a kind of proximity 
and emotional vulnerability that 
they have not experienced in their 
lives. Not only do we see how their 
mother shaped their relationship in 
their formative years, but how she 
continues to influence them after 
their death." The Best Brothers was 
written by Daniel Maclvor. 


A GENTLEMAN'S GUIDE 
TO LOVE & MURDER 

Jan. 5-10 

State Theatre 

805 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

800-982-2787 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 


'The 2013-2014 season Tony 
Award-winner for Best Musical 
makes its first splash in the Twin 
Cities. Armed with wild ambition, 
Monty Navarro, a distant heir to 
a fortune, will do almost anything 
to secure that proverbial “pot of 
gold." He lives on the edge, using 
tactics involving sex and clever de- 
ceptions. Composer-lyricist Steven 
Lutvak has stated that the show 
“is a very low comedy in a very 
fancy box. There's all that faux 
classical music and it's all very 
proper and its Edwardian England 
and the women are all corseted 
and everything is buttoned up. 
But, in reality, it's a low comedy; 
it's a Bert Lahr, laugh-your-ass- 
off comedy which I didn't realize 
while we were writing it." 


OUT THERE 2016: A 
FESTIVAL OF PERFOR- 
MANCE ALTERNATIVES 
Throughout January 
Walker Art Center 

1715 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

612-375-7600 
www.walkerart.org 


Work from New York, Beirut, 
and Paris is offered at what is 
traditionally the best line-up of 
performance art from beyond 
Minnesota to be presented in Min- 


SPOTLIGHT 


A Gentleman's Guide to Love & Murder. Photo by Joan Marcus 


nesota. This year's Out There series looks very promising indeed. 

Just imagine Elvis Presley (1935-1977) and Theodore Roos- 
evelt (1858-1919) waging a spiritual battle over the Great Plains 
for the soul of meat packing plant worker named Ann. They are 
keenly interested about what sort of a person she should be- 
come. Roosevelvis offers two classic types of American masculin- 
ity. Created by The TEAM. (Jan. 7-9) 

David Foster Wallace looms as a tragic icon of Generation 
X. Hailed by some as the greatest writer of that generation, he 
has captured the imagination with his suicide in a way musician 
Kurt Cobain did. This Out There piece, A (radically condensed and 
expanded) Supposedly Fun Things I'll Never Do Again After David 
Foster Wallace, has been compared to a séance and a eulogy. Cre- 
ated by Daniel Fish. (Jan. 14-16) 

Rabih Mroue combines video, images, and text to reflect on 
the life of his brother Yasser's experiences during the Lebanese 
Civil War. Yasser, who was shot in the head at age 23, is the 
primary performer. Riding on a Cloud is in Arabic with English 
subtitles. (Jan. 21-23) 

Frenchmen Halory Goerger and Antoine Defoort cross 
boundaries between theater and visual arts in Germinal, one of 
the most globally acclaimed avant-garde theater works of recent 
years. Pickaxes, microphones, and four part harmony help fa- 
cilitates a work that imagines just how we might totally re-invent 
the world if we could start from scratch. (Jan. 28—30) 


THERE ARE SIRENS IN THE CITY 
by Leroy Prescott 
www.amazon.com 


Minneapolis writer Leroy Prescott has captured the very 
zeitgeist of the Minneapolis sexual underworld from roughly 
1978 to 1983. His enthralling novel, There Are Sirens in the City, 
penetrates subcultures of poverty and marginalization while 


flooding the senses across the 
sexual orientation spectrum. 

Sirens has major straight, gay, 
and bisexual characters, and 
some you may find to be sexually 
fluid. It was a time — and not 
that long ago — when all gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals, and those 
who bent gender were catego- 
rized right alongside pimps, 
female hookers, alcoholics, male 
hustlers, and drug abusers by 
society in general. They were all 
outcast and equally stigmatized 
with the same brush as if they 
were all the same phenomena. 
That overarching stigma is 


implicit within the barriers set up 
by the masterful Prescott. 

A charismatic female hooker 
and an enigmatic male hustler 
face unique and utterly dreadful 
situations. Though the narrator 
seems to have been defeated by 
life, he has evolved into a bril- 
liant observer of the diminished 
subculture he navigates. Cops 
and those in high places intersect 
in fascinating ways with the "riff 
raff.” Moreover, the “riff тай” are 
profoundly humanized in the face 
of their foibles. Today's politically 
correct types and speech police 
may be offended by Prescott's 
use of raw and ripe language, but 
itis fully in keeping with the time 
and place. And of course, deeply 
compassionate. 

Among the ingenious twists 
and turns within There Are Sirens 
in the City are interactions set in 
a porno theater where men who 
identify as straight, and some 
who do not, commune physi- 
cally or silently in wet fantasy. 
You can almost smell the musty 
mixture of odors in the place. 

In this, and other sections, the 
author graphically, yet delicately, 
depicts the viscerally raw world 
of erotic desire, never veering 
from his inexorable roller-coaster 
ride careening to the revealing 
end. Prescott brings to mind 
Jean Genet, at once an acute and 
daring observer of the time and 
place, and a revolutionary in his 
clear-eyed wisdom about the mys- 
terious multidimensional world 
of sex and desire. Call Prescott a 
heterosexual American Genet. ш 


There Are Sirens in The City. Photo by Arlis Prescott 
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| Looking Forwe 


FOOD & DINING | ВУ JOY SUMMERS 


Is it me or was 2015 just one burst of insanity after the next? I hope you 
made it through those holidays OK. I’m hoping that the extended family visits 
were swift and kind and the friends-mas-es (or whatever you call your gathering of 
chosen family) were wonderful. I hope your pants fit, or are at least close to fitting 
\ again. Are you ready for this whole new year? Good things are coming. I can feel it 
— and nearly taste it. Although, 2015 was the year of big headlines (YES, Spoon and 
Stable, he's from New York. We get it already!). This is going to be the year of deli- 


cious tidings close to home. 


Here's what I know is close on the horizon: 


Restaurant: Upton 43 
Now, chances are very good 
that chef Erick Harcey's new 
Linden Hills restaurant is 
already open by the time you 
are reading this, but from my 
vantage point, it's not quite 
| ready. 
Why we're excited: 
When chef Harcey's game is 
on, itis a dazzling spectacle of 
ingenuity. The flavors are com- 
forting and in this endeavor he 
is drawing inspiration from 
very close to home. Harcey 
was in the midst of building 
the restaurant when he 
scrapped previous plans and 
began anew. What poured forth. 
from his soul and mind was one 
long love letter to a proud way 
of life and a bit of Minneapo- 
lis’ Nordic roots. I cannot 
wait to taste these 
modern memories. 


Restaurant: 

The Bachelor 
Farmer Café 

Expect the same, 
carefully edited, sparse 
elegance in coffee shop 
form. The bakery case 
will be stocked by the 
pastry team inside The 
Bachelor Farmer. The 
coffee will be given the 
same careful atten- 
tion that the cocktails 
receive at Marvel Bar. 
And, if this all sounds 
a wee bit pretentious, 
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don't worry — it won't be. The 
modest café will be a spot to 
grab a sandwich, a cuppa, and 
maybe a spot of wifi. 

Why we're excited: 

Eric and Andrew Dayton 
conquered rustic fine dining 
(and helped make toast chic a 
real thing in Minneapolis). The 
downstairs Marvel Bar set the 
standard for local cocktails and 
now, there will be a café. The 
North Loop just keeps getting 
better. 


Restaurant: Brut 

Chefs Erik Anderson and Jamie 
Malone set the food world 
a-flutter when this idea was 
first announced; however, the 
two have been pragmatic in ap- 
proach. Good things take time. 
Now, the former Sapor location 
is being remade into Brut. 
However, the opening date is 
still TBD. 

Why we're Excited: 

'Two Food & Wine Best New 
Chefs who are beloved by 

all who taste their cuisine 

are pouring their hearts and 
souls into this project. The 

duo hosted a few pop-ups last 
year that were good, have now 
helped open Scena Tavern, and 
now are ready to return the 
focus to Brut. 


Restaurant: Alma Café 
When the Dunn Brothers cof- 
fee shop that was next to Alex 
Roberts' fine dining restaurant 


moved out, the chef decided to 
make the move to expand with 
a more casual option and add 

a boutique hotel above. It's the 
hotel part that caused the hold 
up. There had been some snags 
with permitting and whatnot, 
but the project continues to 
move forward. The James 
Beard Award-winning 
chef isn't in a hurry. 
The space has been 
keeping busy with 
pop-ups — of both the 
bakery and art variety. 
Why we're excited: 
Roberts' Alma 
continues to 

deliver 

plates to 

swoon 

over. The 

fine dining 

beauty with 

neighbor- 

hood 

comfort of 

Restaurant 

Alma makes 

for one of the 

best dinner 
experiences 

in the Twin 

Cities. Meanwhile, 
Roberts' also created 
Brasa. The two restaurants 
in Northeast and on St. Paul's 
Grand Avenue serve worldly 
comfort food at affordable 
prices in a way that should be 
a business model taught at 
hospitality school. 
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BOLD * SATISFYING 


NINES 


JUST LIKE 
OUR AWARD-WINNING 


RI 272 BURGERS | 
/ x = 
оме DINE WITH usse COME DANCE WITH 1 ⁄ ` j 


An upscale casual dining and music venue 
minutes from Downtown Minneapolis 


L | V E music DAILY 


NO COVER CHARGE „а que Order online at RedCowMN.com 


‚ NORTHLOOP MINNEAPOLIS ST PAUL 
208 1st Ave N 3624 W 50th 393 Selby l 
612.238.0050 


* fine burgers, beer & wine.» 
RedCowMN.com 


612.767.4411 


651.789.0545 
View our menus and full music calendar at: 


www.CroonersLoungeMN.com 
North of 694 on Highway 65 | 763-571-9020 


3:00-6:00pm & 9:00pm-1:00am 


$5 Off All Buckets 0’ Beer With each turn of the fondue fork, a 
little romance stirs as well. 


P u r 2 


Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


The Melting Pot can transform any occasion 
into an outstanding experience, our distinctive 
atmosphere and delectable fondue provides 
exceptional dining for any size party. 


2 drome to 
FONDUE ЕРЕ 
ду 
Meling Pot. 


a once resta restaurant 


во s. STH ST. MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 < MELTINGPOT.COM 
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Restauran 3 i 
There's a littl estau 


location o 


| 

we're Excited: 

This team already once proved 
that they know how to revive 


j 


4 


tiently been awaiting the 
hand to guide it back int 
Although rumo rs 

for years as to wh 

it, Tim Niver 

the one to Sha 


n 


Not only is Niv 

charming and cheeky of h 
but he is also one of the mos 
passionate restaurateurs in a 
Twin Cities. This is the project 
he wants to carry with him int 
elder age. He imagines himse 
years from now, still greeting 
neighbors like family and serv- 
ing the Italian red-sauce food ` 
he loves. In the kitchen Mi, "a 
long-time Strip Club chef de 
cuisine Chris Uhrich. 


) 


l 
| | 


| 


Restaurant: 

The Lexington 

The stately restaurant at the 
corner of Lexington and Grand 
Avenues in St. Paul has been 
closed for quite some time 
while Josh Thoma and Kevin 
Fitzgerald of Smack Shack 
with James Beard Award- 
nominated chef Jack Riebel 
work with an endless stream of 
construction crews to restore 
the historic space to its former 
glory. 
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a historic restaurant (see: Il 
Foro). Will the Lex regain her 
glory? Time will tell. And time 


remains — last I was told, we 


were looking at a spring open- 


Because chef/restaurateur 
Sameh Wadi wasn't doing 


Kitchen, Saffron, the WSK food 


truck, and writing a cook- 


book (The New Mediterranean 
Table), he's decided to open 

an ice cream shop. Well, who 
wouldn't? 

Why we're excited: 

The mango and puffed-wild- 
rice-topped soft serve at World 
Street Kitchen. The guy knows 
how to build a good cone. 


Restaurant: Polpo 

Just a few steps from the new 
St. Genevieve comes another 
restaurant — it's enough to 
make us eye the real estate 
section for a home closer to this 
delicious neighborhood. Chef 
David Hahne, who 

gave Minneapolis 

dining the dearly 

departed Pane 

Vino Dolce and opened Cavé 
Vin is making his return. 

Why we're excited: 

Fresh seafood, Mediterranean 
influence, and a happy hour 
that starts around 1:30 p.m., 
Lynnhurst is killing us with 
address envy. 


The largest selection of WINES 
(over 1600 labels) at all price points. 


The largest selection of BEERS 
(over 420 labels) from national brands 
to small volume hard-to-find micro 
brews. 


A complete selection of LIQUORS, as 

well as all the leading labels in Scotch, 

Bourbon, Whisky, Rum, Vodka, Gin and 
Brandy at industry-leading prices. 


Access to our walk-in humidor with a 
complete selection of CIGARS 
(over 100 labels). 


Knowledgeable staff to answer all 
your beverage questions 


Wine Tasting room for groups up to 14. 


We Deliver! 
Call 612-871-2500 for details. 


SENIORS: 10% Off Non-sale wine, 
beer & liquor everyday!* 


Ask about our 
Wedding & Party Discounts. 


Fast, quality service & free parking. 


Family owned & operated 
for over 30 years. 


LOWRY mij LIQUORS 


1922 Hennepin Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
Ihlwine.com 


Visit our sister store: 


lakeside 
WINE 
+SPIRITS 


1916 W. Wayzata Blvd 
Long Lake, MN 55356 
Lakesidewineandspirits.com 


Mc -Covs 


gUBLIC HOUSE 


CATERING 
612.238.4444 damico.com 


Pizza © Pasta 
Good for NT Seasons 


AMERICAN COMFORT FOOD, 
CRAFT BEERS, GREAT COCKTAILS, 
& A FABULOUS WINE LIST 


;— PRIVATE DINING R00M — SEATS 40 


| J a ke er 0'$ - 


LOCATED AT EXCELSIOR & GRAND 
3801 GRAND WAY ° ST. LOUIS PARK 


3555 Chicago Ave, S. ^ 
Minneapolis 


612.825.6821 


952.224.9494 e MCCOYSMN.COM 


"We wondered how we would be treated when 
shopping for wedding rings as a lesbian couple. 
We visited three other jewelry stores before 
going to Wedding Day Diamonds... 

Our sales person, Lindsay, listened 
and helped us find the perfect rings.’ 


-Dianne S. (Yelp review) 


(Wrong Day 


DIAMONDS 


IT’S YOUR WEDDING DAY 


$50 OFF your wedding band purchase of $350 or more! 
Burnsville | Maplewood | Bloomington | Maple Grove | West End | Eden Prairie 


Offer valid in-store and online. Not valid on previous purchases, trade-ins, Simon G, Verragio, loose diamonds, 
semi mounts, or fashion jewelry. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one per couple. Use promo code: LVD100 
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Walking along the Moorish city wall in Caceres. 


The Reign In Spain 


I joined a long line of visitors to this corner of Southwest Spain called 
Cáceres: Romans claimed the site in 34 B.C., followed by Moors, who pro- 
tected the city with brawny stone walls spliced by towers (20 still standing) 
until a skirmish with the land's Christians in 1229 ushered in the Catholic 
monarchs’ glory days. Their severe stone churches and princely mansions 
still marshal a tangle of cobblestone lanes beneath gargoyles grimacing 
from rooftops and ornate family crests above palatial doors; a town as un- 
changed since Medieval times as the cloistered nuns who sell their sweet 
confections behind turntables, shielded from sight and sound. 

'Those sweets are part of the lure of Cáceres today. The tiny town 
claims top honors as Spain's 2015 Capital of Gastronomy, and it doesn't 
take long to endorse that title, starting with the polished fare of the Para- 
dor de Cáceres, a hotel formed by the union of two Medieval palaces 
celebrating regional food and wine in its kitchen. 

Thanks to its menu, I've become The Ham Whisperer. I was instantly 
seduced by the near-transparent slices of air-dried Iberian flesh at break- 
fast. From then on, it was nonstop jamón, climaxing in a final ultra-ham 
dinner: jamón-wrapped melon; jamón on toast; scrambled eggs with you- 
know-what, as well as croquettes, ravioli, and quiche starring the hal- 
lowed meat. In between, the kitchen devised lamb kebabs; turbot with 
garlic and tomato; creamy soup glorified by truffles and cod fritters; and 
pork (ham's close cousin) in a sumptuous grilled acorn/Casar cheese 


sauce enriched with the region's signature toasted paprika. 

Then at the Palacio de los Golfines, Iberian ham and supple Torta del 
Casar cheese again led the menu, followed by another nod to tradition: 
pork with smoked paprika, sauced with more of our new favorite cheese 
and migas (breadcrumbs sanctified with garlic, lush olive oil, and more 
smoked paprika). 

In contrast, Eustaquio Blanco, in his contempo new restaurant, dis- 
carded formality to best the recession by offering “goodly portions made 
with good products and served with lots of love." Edible evidence: an 
ultra-creamy páte of partridge adorned with dried fruit; carpaccio of 
pork (clearly the creature most venerated in this region); heart-stopping 
Torta de Casar, queen of local cheeses. Oh, and eggs scrambled with 
asparagus and langoustines (and those are just the starters). 

Amid the tapas bars studding the Plaza Major stands the Cayena Kitch- 
en Club, where bantering chef Ivan Hernandez offers demo classes of a 
menu we'll then enjoy at the adjoining café. He calls it “peasant cuisine": 
hearty farmyard provender. I call it heaven: cold gazpacho-like soup сеп- 
tered with chilly cantaloupe granite, followed by caldereta, a lusty stew 
of the region's famed smoked paprika, sweet peppers, and garlic ("garlic 
in cooking oil is the best smell in the kitchen") seasoning lamb shanks 
married with twice-cooked potatoes. Coquillos, our dessert, favors wafers 
of deep-fried pastry rising from ice cream in a honey drizzle. (Class and 
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Every car should be a sports car. 
Introducing our latest proof of that belief. 


KLINE NISSAN 


3090 HWY 61 N 


Porsche Minneapolis . Innovation MAPLEWOOD MN 55109 . 
9595 Wayzata Blvd. that excites 

Minneapolis, MN 55426 3 KLINENISSAN.COM 

(763) 744-9191 
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TRAVEL 


(From left) Deep fried seafood at upscale San Miguel market. Chveca is the boys' town hood of Madrid. Mini-hamburguesas at upscale San Miguel Market, Madrid. 


lunch 50 euros; reserve at www.cayenakitchenclub.com.) 

A prime reason for the city's gastronomic award is its superior local 
products: cheeses, olive oil, Iberian ham, honey, wines, paprika, and cher- 
ries. Another is its rich cupboard of influences: Moors, Jews, the cuisine of 
neighboring Portugal, convent baking, farm fare, and Spanish flair, from 
traditional dishes to the cutting-edge brilliance at Atrio, a 14-room hotel 
carved from another former palace and home to its Michelin two-star rat- 
ed restaurant run by José Polo and his husband, chef Juan Antonio Pérez. 
Atrio also boasts what's hailed as the best wine cellar in all Spain: 3,400 la- 
bels, including 50 astronomically priced Mouton Rothschilds and a whole 
room of Chateau d'Yquem, perhaps the most-coveted wine in the world. 

But we came for the food. The 13-course tasting menu segues from 
fake peas (crispy pork and "peas" of wasabi, butter, and cream) to Bloody 
Mary (tomato and green onion ice cream); from cutting-edge risotto with 
paper-thin mushrooms and translucent cylinder of pigs' trotters to tradi- 
tional roasted suckling goat; from our beloved Torta del Casar with quince 
jam and spicy oil to "The Cherry Which Is Not a Cherry (a "fruit of pasta, 
gelatin and liqueur") with a “pit” of cinnamon-covered white chocolate. 

Pursuing our love of Torta to its source, we motored through the coun- 
tryside to the Museo del Queso, housed in a humble shepherd's home in a 
town named Casar de Caceres, then toured one of its famed cheese plants, 
Quesos del Casar, S.L., which transforms the milk of grass-fed sheep into 
rounds of ultra-creamy, slightly citric taste — spoon, then swoon. 

On another journey into the countryside, we 'ooh'ed the Los Barrue- 
cos Natural Monument: granite boulders clasping a pond where storks 
gather, voted 2015's Best Spot. No argument from me, given its position 
aside the arresting Vostell Malpartida Museum, a textile factory-turned- 
haven of dramatic art installations with a socio-political credo, such as 
the platoons of police motorcycles representing Franco's dictatorial re- 
gime and stacks of televisions capped with cement, a symbol of brain- 
dead viewers. Yoko Ono also donated a work. 

En route back, we restored body and spirit at the Hotel Palacio de 
Arenales and Spa, via more Iberian ham croquettes (yes!); a genius, 
wild-card salad of pickled quail and cashews; then pork roast, this time 
sauced with local honey, cinnamon, and lemons. 

A stroll through Cáceres reveals a feast for art lovers as well, from its 
grand cathedral, sporting a majestic carved wooden altarpiece and Black 
Christ writhing in a side chapel for over 500 years, to the synagogue- 
turned-chapel of St. Anthony when Jews were forced from Spain, and a 
12th-century Arab home, now a museum. The futuristic Visual Arts Cen- 


ter, founded by Helga de Alvear in 2010, is a showcase of that connoisseur's 
eye for provocative contemporary works as witness to our times. The tiny 
Seven Jardines combines its pleasures: coffeehouse, art gallery, live mu- 
Sic, poetry readings, and palm trees rising from the grassy patio. Hungry 
for a taste? Visit www.spain.info/en and www.turismo.ayto-caceres.es/en. 


24 HOURS IN MADRID 

San Ginés was ready for me. It's open 24 hours, and has been since 
1894. The moment I'm off the plane, I head there for an antidote to jet 
lag (and anything else that ails you): hot chocolate, thick as fudge, and 
churros to dip. 

Next, on to San Miguel, a reincarnation of a time-treasured market, 
today housing classy stalls selling everything from cava and caviar to 
mini-hamburguesas. Well-fed, I head to camera-ready Plaza Mayor (for- 
mer site of bullfights and burnings at the stake, today crammed with 
mimes, balloons, and tapas bars). I join a free walking tour (www.ma- 
dridapie.com) to explore the nearby Literary Quarter, just as Cervantes 
once did. We pass Restaurant Botín, harking back to 1728, when painter 
Goya had a day job here. ГЇЇ return tonight for its famed suckling pig and 
celebrity-watching (the King dines here, as did Hemingway). 

Till then, I race to my favorite museum, Thyssen-Bornemisza, col- 
lected by patrons who seem to have said *One of each, please" about 
every bold name in art from 13th-century Italians to Andy Warhol. Then, 
after a stroll in the hip and happening boys' town called Cueca, a detour 
to investigate the new kid on the culture scene, the Museum of Contem- 
porary Art (Dali onward) in the edgy Conde Duque 'hood near my bed in 
the Dear Hotel, whose rooftop restaurant stars a complex tomato tartare 
and cheesecake of sheep milk dusted with violets. 

Finally, a shopping fling at El Corte Inglés, the Harrods of Spain (apply 
at the International Desk for a 10% discount card). Its Serrano location 
showcases two floors of gastronomy, including tapas curated by three of 
Madrid's Michelin-starred chefs. Highlights: bacon-wrapped chicken with 
green chili sauce; dumplings of pigs' ear with strawberry hoisin sauce and 
aioli; a ^club" sandwich of ricotta and quail egg; and coconut/violet sorbet 
with strawberries, honey rocks, and violet marshmallows. Just say “Si.” 

Speaking of fine Spanish dining: it starts on an Iberia flight. Chef Luis 
Bonastre (who worked with Atria's Pérez) organizes 24,000 meals a day that 
make you "feel like Spain on a plane,” including free Spanish wines, even 
in economy. Business class fliers are spoiled with gazpacho, Iberian pork 
cheeks, and Torta del Casar cheese pudding among its temptations. B 


ENDNOTES 


festival in May. 


GAY PRIDE: Others are content to celebrate the day on June 28. Not Madrid: the festival continues well into July with parades, street stalls, sporting 
events, and live music taking over the city. Cueca acts as nerve center. LESGAICINEMAD: the biggest GLBT film festival in the Spanish-speaking 
world, along with cultural exhibitions (October-November). IMADBEAR: Cueca plays host in December. LESBIANS: Posotras Somos Todas Macro- 
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THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


QUALITY CUSTOM FRAMING 
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You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
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from American Family. 
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& — 651-439-4000 

101 Water Street South 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
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ENGAGEMENT 


Charlie's Pub 


FOUR-COURSE WINE DINNER 
Each Wednesday our Chefs create a special four-coursea | 
dinner menu. Each course paired with a Y 
» specially selected glass of wine 
I" for $34.95 per person. Served from 


= 5:00 to 9:00pm, reservations suggested. 
Ex 


STILLWATER’S COMPLETE HOSPITALITY EXPERIENCE! 


“ә 


* Charlie's Restaurant & Irish Pub * Meeting / Banquet Rooms 

* 41 Guestrooms * Weddings & Receptions 
Double Whirlpools & Fireplaces * Elegant Guestrooms 

* Event Coordinator * Live Irish Music Every Weekend 


*For qualified buyers 
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WELLS FARGO WINTER SKATE 
St. Paul 

Through February 7 

$4 skate rental (free with Wells Fargo check 
card or credit card) 
www.wellsfargowinterskate.com 

The historic Landmark Center creates a beauti- 
ful backdrop for the outdoor rink in the heart 
of downtown St. Paul. New this season, profes- 
sional figure skating coaches will be on hand on 
select dates to help you learn some new moves 
or brush up on your basics. 


24 | LAVENDER | JANUARY 7-20, 2016 


2 
° 
Ф 
=) 
= 
Ф 
= 
© 
EC 
co 
> 
са 


INDOOR SKATING 

AT THE DEPOT 

Milwaukee Road Depot, Minneapolis 
Through March 6 

$9 adults, $6 children, $7 skate rental 
www.thedepotminneapolis.com 

This indoor skating rink has a wall of glass of- 
fering views of the downtown skyline. 
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Eden Prairie “2 j à 
Through Mid-March m 
$6.96-$18 
www.icecastles.com 


By day this frozen wonderland glimmers with 
glacial blues and frosty whites. After dark the 
ice formations glow multi-colored with the help 
of thousands of LED lights within the ice. 
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^w. SUBURBIA WINTER FARMERS MARKETS MINNESOTA REGIONAL 
Ж . Minnesota History Center, St. Paul Minneapolis and St. Paul POLE COMPETITIONS 

Through March 20 Through April 9 Maplewood Community Center 
$12 www.mplsfarmersmarket.com January 9 
www.minnesotahistorycenter.org www.stpaulfarmersmarket.com $60 All-Access Pass 
Discover the sometimes quirky, always fascinat- Retain the ability to shop locally through the www.poleandperformingart.com 
ing history of our seemingly commonplace winter! You will find a wide variety of meat Pole and Performing Art invites you to the 
suburban environment — from cars to cul de items, cheese, honey, bakery goods, strudel, first Minnesota Pole Competitions! Enjoy two 
sacs, ranch houses to redlining, and malls to jams and jellies, pickled items, chocolates, days of workshops, free seminars, free food, 
millennials. This exhibit is developed by the mustard and hot sauces, peirogies, apples, and prizes, and amazing performances by competi- 
Minnesota Historical Society. seasonal decorating items. tors across the region. Competitive divisions 


include women’s, men’s, and doubles. 
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UHRT TO DO Ө E } | GRRRL SCOUT 


Nomad World Pub, Minneapolis 

January 9, February 13, and March 12 

$6 

www.grrrlscout.com 

A queer dance party held every second Satur- 
day, this event is 21+. Although each event has 
different promotions and events, it's always a 
queer dance party with DJ Girl Named Jane. 
Follow Grrrl Scout on Facebook to hear about 
what is going to make each event unique. 
Everyone is welcome. 


“| RIDE PARK CITY” 

RAIL JAM SERIES 

Afton Alps, St. Croix River Valley 

January 9, February 20 

www.aftonalps.com 

Join this fun three-week rail jam series, open 
to skiers and snowboarders of all ages. Weekly 
and series prizes will be awarded, plus one 
lucky competitor from the open category 

will win a grand prize trip to Park City, Utah! 
Participants need only to place in the top 5 of 
either the December or January open class 
events to be entered into the February finals. 
The top ten from the first two open class events 
will compete on February 20. 


FIGURE SKATING FROZEN SK 

Guidant John Rose Minnesota Oval 

January 10 SN у ¥ 

$25 š 

www. 2016uschampionships, com. 

This unique event has never been done before! 

Skaters of all ages and levels will partake i ina 

non-competitive, family friéndly 5K skate! All е 

participants will receive a їе Skating Frozen 

5K pom stocking hat, swdg bag, participation 

medal, and a ticket voucher for the 2016, a A 

tial U.S. Figure Skating Champion ipsi 

Paul. Skate rentals will be available n ; 

mer U.S. champion and Stars on Ic des 

Ryan Bradley will make a special гапсе 

acting as the honorary, starter dft eevent? 
< 


WINTER FROLIC. Ў PU \ 


Уапиагу 23 

$10 

www.mnhs.org Y 

Shake off the winter blues by Һёа@ 

at the Fur Post. Visitors cari leai 
OUT THERE 2016 Јо 
Walker Art Center, Minneapolis + à like tossing a curling stone, play 
January 7-January 30 < Ojibwe snow snake, ог snowshoeing along two 
$75 package for all four shows, $20 individually = miles of trails. Guests can also relax indoors, en- 
www.walkerart.org a < | joyacup of cocoa before а blazing fire and watch 
Out There brings startling, vital, provocative, and often | the outdoors festivities from the visitor center. 
joyous new forms of theatrical expression to the Twin ; 
Cites. This year's performances include The TEAM, с: | LIFE AMONG THE DAKOTA 
Daniel Fish, Rabih Mroué, and Halory Goerger and Minnesota History Center, St. Paul 
Antoine Defoort. Р Јапиагу 26 

T1 Free 
www.minnesotahistorycenter.org 
} " Jane Williamson, an avid abolitionist born into 
a slave-owning southern family, traveled far 
«№ from her South Carolina home to Minnesota 

where she spent the last fifty years of her life 
teaching and living among the Dakota Indians. 
Explore her record of life on the Dakota 
reservation before the war of 1862, which she 
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SCHEHERAZADE 


Galleria • 69th & France ° Edina 
952-926-2455 * www.sjewelers.com 


Love ts m the Air 
Matthew Pagel Designed and artisan made in Minnesota 


Income Tax Professional 


Declaration of royal treatment ~ 

"| pledge to provide clients with realistic 
answers to their tax situation and to give 
them the peace of mind that their tax 
returns are accurate and deliver the best 
possible outcome.” 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 425 


St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SECTION 


e 
Finest of. Lb UXULY 


Puce Z =. 
Luxury Apartments mne 9е? 4 


. - P Я Ре 
£u XULY £ 10179 Urban C ontemporary С ontemporary Ly estyle 


1314 Marquette Avenue 740 Mississippi River Blvd S TIO West Grant Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 St. Paul, MN 55116 Minneapolis, MN 55403 
612.339.9600 651.698.8866 6123420110 
marquetteptace.com 740riverdrive.com onetengrant.com 
Announcement includes a photo and up 
to 50 words. Appears in print and our Marquette Place, One Ten Grant, and 740 River Drive offer our residents a wide array of amenities, 
online edition for 2 weeks. including 24-Hour concierge services, chauffeured car service, business centers, fitness centers, 


indoor/outdoor swimming pools and even complimentary continental breakfast Monday-Friday! 
For more information call 


61 2-43 6-4698 Unfurnished and furnished, Long and short term rentals available. 
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described in candid, unexpurgated letters recently 
brought to light by historian Lois Glewwe. 


HISTORY HAPPY HOUR: 
MINNESOTA BREWERIES 

Alexander Ramsay House, St. Paul 

January 28 

$25 

www.mnhs.org 

Have a beer with your friends at the Ramsey House 
while learning about the history of Minnesota brew- 
eries. Join Andrew Gieske, a certified beer judge and 
craft beer enthusiast, for a look at the past, present, 
and future of brewing in Minnesota. From the earli- 
est breweries in the 1850s to the microbreweries of 
the 21st century, discover how brewing culture has 
changed over time and explore its impact upon the 
state. This program is for those 21 years and older. 
Ticket price includes two drinks, snacks, presenta- 
tion, and time to mingle in the mansion. 


= 28. LAVENDER | JANUARY 7-20; 2016 


— n—mioÓ © - zu 


January 8-March 3 


www.smm.org 


2016 SAINT PAUL 

WINTER CARNIVAL 

St. Paul 

January 28- February 7 

Varies by event 

www.winter-carnival.com 

Featuring a Beer Dabbler, parades, disc golf, a cat 


show, treasure hunt, contests, fireworks and more, 


every member of the family is sure to find some- 
thing they enjoy. 


TCGSL WINTER LEAGUE 

West St. Paul Sports Center 

Starts January 28 

$70 

www.tcgsl.leagueapps.com 

The number of teams will be determined by the 
number of people interested. All teams will be 

in the same division. Teams will play 8 games (4 
weeks of doubleheaders) with a day of playoffs at 


OMNIFEST 2016 


Science Museum of Minnesota, St. Paul 
$8 first film, 15% discount on additional films 


Get a front-row seat to experience larger-than-life adventures! Omnifest 
2016 will bring five big films — both new and favorites — to the Omnithe- S 
ater's giant screen. With a diverse film line-up that will appeal to all ages 
and interests, it is an ideal family destination this winter. Humpback Whales 
joins scientists as they uncover the secrets of some of the world's largest 
mammals on their 10,000-mile annual migration; Mysteries of the Great Lakes 
is a glimpse at the majestic lake vistas that Minnesotans find in their own 
backyard; Forces of Nature lets you witness some of nature's most awesome 
spectacles: earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and tornadoes; Jerusalem = 
explores the intersection of science, history, and religion in this enigmatic * 
city; and Tropical Rainforest is a Science Museum original production that - 
takes you to Australia, Costa Rica, French Guiana, and Malaysia to explore i 
rainforests' long evolutions and recent dramatic declines. 


the end of the season. Depending on the number 
of teams there may be bye weeks in the season but 
all teams will still play 8 games. You do not need 

to be a past member of the Twin Cities Goodtime 
Softball League to sign-up. You also: do not need to 
find a team to be a part of the winter.league. Just 
sign up as part of the free-agent pool and you will 
be drafted to a team. i 


ART SLED RALLY 
Powderhorn Park, Minneanels 
January 30 

Free A 
www.artsledrally.com ү i 

A mass sledding spectacle inspirediby` the history of 
mass winter events at Powderhorn Park ‘that began; 
around a hundred years ago. 
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11TH ANNUAL U.S. POND 
HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Lake Nokomis, Minneapolis 

January 28-31 (updated date due to ice conditions) 
$500-650 team registration 

www.uspondhockey.com 

Players from around the world compete in the U.S. Pond 
Hockey Championships. Either register a team or just 
show up as a fan to support the great winter pastime. 


Photo courtesy of U.S. Pond Hockey Championships 
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POLAR BEAR PLUNGE 

Various Cities 

January 30-March 19 

Raise a minimum of $75 

www.plungemn.org 

A unique opportunity for individuals, organiza- 
tions and businesses to raise money in support 
of Special Olympics athletes by jumping into 
frigid Minnesota waters. 


CITY OF LAKES LOPPET 

SKI FESTIVAL 

Lake Calhoun, Minneapolis 

February 5-7 

Registration fee varies by event 
www.loppet.org 

The urban cross country ski festival presents 
winter activities for the whole family with 
events jam-packed into one weekend. z 


BOCK FEST 
Schell's Brewery Grounds, New Ulm, MN ' 
February 6 

$10 

www.schellsbrewery.com- 

An all-outdoor event on the grounds of Sc 5 
Brewery, featuring the release of the seasonal _ 
bock beer, with food and other drink. Thé Bock 
Fest Boys play all day, so. come party with ч 
5,000 other "festive" souls and head odes 
afterward! Always held, „no T the weath 

from 11:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. events is fi 
open to 21+, with most аи the du.) SH 

25 and 45. f ` NT 


MAPLE SYRUP 1011 Y d d 
Forest History Center; 9791 rps 


February 6 Ҹу; K $> : 
25 ; 3" P x 
www.mnhs.org VN c / Д 


Learn how to tap sugar maple t 
maple syrup. A local syrup pri 0 
how to tap the trees, collect sap, à 


simple boil up to produce exce 
7 k RI 


COUP D’CABARET: {> 
Coup d'etat, Minneapolis. ~ 
February 12, Marchjî1 \ | 
www.facebook.com/ Vigilantea Sg. 
The Vigilantease Md 15 
burlesque and drag elit ç 
your favorite late night naught 
reservations for a late diqner® 
show, and then finish your even 
post-show dance party. ТҺесйы 
on the dance floor to continue to TUE grind | 
to the beats of Butch Dandy. 


TWIN CITIES LEATHER 
WEEKEND 2016 


The Saloon, Minneapolis 

February 12-15 

Free 

www.twincitiesleather.com 

Join in the fun as this year's panel of eight 
judges crown Mr. Twin Cities Leather 2016. 
The winner will join a line of six previous 
Mr. Twin Cities Leather titleholders, and an 
incredible group of international titlehold- 
ers competing for International Mr. Leather 
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(IML). The title of Mr. Twin Cities Leather is 
a celebration, to have fun and build commu- 
nity during the title year. 


VALENTINE'S DAY TC 5K 

Lake Harriet, Minneapolis 

February 13 

$30 individual, $50 couple 
www.tcmevents.org 

Twin Cities in Motion presents the Twin Cities’ 
oldest winter running event. Open to couples 
and singles, "relationship status" backtags 
make the perfect icebreaker. Join the post- 
race party at Cooper Irish Pub for drink and ' 
appetizer specials. 


VICTORIAN POETRY SLAM 

James J. Hill House, St. Paul 

February 14 

$12 

www.mnhs.org 

Celebrate Valentine's Day the old- fashioned way 


“tee 


by enjoying classic 19th century poetry in the ek. 
egant drawing room of the James J. Hill House: ı 


Actors, wearing 1890s eveningwear, will 1 perform. 
a wide range of humorous арӣ“ stirring poems, 
by Emily Dickinson, Poe, Longfellow, у, Browning, і 
and more dealing with foi románce, temper- 
ance, sports, and war. Audience embed! are 
also invited to bring a short Victorian. pu to 
read aloud throughout the Fx hy $ 
$ 
És 
MINNESOTA VIKINGS A cube 
BLAST SNOWMOBILE PALIN y^ 
Duluth, Minnesota ; 5 $ 
February 19-21 W yx 
www.vikings. com/schedule/ - 
The weekend's festivities eoe 
include: a youth football clinic, P 
mobile lessons and adven 
meet-and-greets at local’ Dulit 
and Duluth Lawn & Sports: 
clude the weekend FA over $3 
to be given away. Be “д: the Vik 


dren’s Fund, the t three- a Pf 


obi in’ 


DISNEY ON ICE Pi А 
LET'S CELEBRATE! 
Target Center, Minneapolis 

February 24-28 

Starting at $12 

www.disneyonice.com 

Audiences are invited to make an ordinary day 
extraordinary and enjoy some of the world’s 
most popular festivities, including a winter won- 
derland with Mickey Mouse and Minnie Mouse, 
a Halloween haunt with the Disney Villains, a 
Hawaiian luau with Lilo and Stitch, a Royal Ball 
with the Disney Princesses, a Very Merry Un- 
birthday Party and more in one action-packed 
and positively unforgettable celebration! 
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SCIENCE FUSION 


Science Museum of Minnesota, St. Paul 

January 16-February 13 

$13 adults, $10 children museum admission 

www.smm.org 

Now an annual four-part event series, Science Fusion focuses on the ac- 

complishments of members of the Twin Cities’ African American, Ameri- 

can Indian, Latino and Hispanic, and Asian American communities in the 
areas of science, technology, engineering and math (STEM). Adults and 

É kids alike will learn through interactive displays and presentations from 

scientists and educators at leading Twin Cities companies. 


® 
The theme for, 2016 is Y y. 44 
Glam." Guests are ‘епсо aged todressthe = е 
part in your favorite costuit le or attend i in d р 
black-tie style for a “Bruce Wayne Gala,” Join“ Ww ES 
the fun for an evening 8, dining, danc- З 
ing, and program sho 'comi 
true for some of the li 
battling: Ше- -threatenin, 
benefit Wishes & A 


Union Depot, St. peus Y 
-| Febrüary 26-27 


З š 
ization w ch: 3 
ling a termin T. 
W 


UR 


mbers of the 
»Chase out the 


ers; hearty, (0 Г experic ен 


Scola MP. oria 


ULL CRASHED ICE 
WOBPIPELAMPIONSHIP 


St. Paul 

February 26-27 

Free 
www.redbullcrashedice.com 


The sport of ice cross downhill (a mix of down- 
hill skiing, skating, and roller derby) continues 
with a visit to St. Paul as the sport continues to 
grow in popularity with U.S. fans. 


2016 WISHES & MORE 
WINTER BALL 

Marriott City Center, Minneapolis 
February 27 

$175-225 
www.wishesandmore.org 


Grumpy. ‘OLD 


Wabasha, MN 

February 27 

Fishing contest is $5 for adults, $3 for kids 
www.wabashamn.org 

Ice fishing contest, Ice Shacks n’ Plaid Parade, 
cribbage tournament, bingo, minnow races, 
Annual Grumpy Plunge, hotdish luncheon, 
and more. 


FUR FLEE 9 

Superior, WI 

March 3-6 

$85 registration fee, plus hotel 
www.ncbears.com 

This year, the bears are channeling ancient Rome 
and Greece, with mythical gods, gladiators, satyrs, 


Photo by Wayne Kryduba, Мі 


TWINSFEST 2016 


Target Field, Minneapolis 
January 29-31 

$20 adults, $10 children 
www.minnesota.twins.mlb.com 


One of the largest team-run fan festivals in professional sports, TwinsFest provides 
Twins fans with exclusive and intimate baseball experiences throughout the course 
of the weekend. As the largest annual fundraiser for the Minnesota Twins Commu- 
nity Fund, TwinsFest will feature numerous new interactive activities and behind- 

the-scenes fan experiences that celebrate Twins baseball and Target Field. 


esota Twins 


and nymphs taking center stage. For nine years 
now, Fur Flee has brought you the premier bear 
event of the upper midwest, which includes: private 
hotel with some 200 bears, an Italian and Greek 
wine tasting, and more. Saturday night erupts with 
the Mt. Vesuvius Dance Of The Gods, Outfit creativ- 
ity counts here, think outside the bed-sheet box and 
come up with something lava hot! £s 


MINNESOTA ROLLÉRGIRÉS, 
Championship i 

Roy Wilkins Auditorium, St. Paul zi Ж 
March 5 А 

$15 4 "dl. 
www.mnrollergirls.com, š 
Cheer on the MinnesotaRollerGirls'as they 
fight for the championship. Don't miss your 
chance to see who will raise ће Gi ide 3kate. 


CABIN FEVER DAYS! 


Winehaven Winery, Chisago, `j 
March 5-6 + a 


Free 

www.winehaven.com 

Got Cabin Fever? Here's the cure! Go and taste 
some vintage selections that will be brought out 
of hibernation for this special event. This is the 
only event of the year where visitors can taste, 
and purchase, Winehaven’s classics that have 
been aging in the cellar for years. There is no fee 
for admission and reservations are not required. 


18TH ANNUAL SUBWAY 
BEDRACE FOR BRIDGING 
Buck Hill, Burnsville 

March 5 

$220 


www.subwaybedrace.org 

Bedrace for Bridging was created in 1999 by 
local! SUBWAY® Restaurants to raise awareness 
and funds for Bridging. Teams of four are in- 
vited to race. down the tubing hill atop specially 
covered bed mattresses (provided at the race 
site). The event has grown from less than 20 
teams racing down Buck Hill’s tubing slope, 

to an annual event that, since its inception, has 
raiSed more than a $500,000 to support families 


“transitioning out of homelessness. 


SDE T:TAPE' DERBY. 
Mount Kato, Mankato 


Baha a sled of on rdboard, duct tape, zip 
«ties, stickers; and lant "that's all! Prizes are 
biven out for the 3 ed that goes the farthest, 
most unique sle and the best all-kids sled. 
dif, are vee and encouraged! Mount 
Kato will have foot and drinks on site, along 
with a toasty warm fire, so bring a whole group 
and make a day out of it! 


HOT DASH 5K & 10 MILE 
Minneapolis 

March 19 

$40-$71 

www.tcmevents.org 

The Hot Dash 5K & 10 Mile is for tough Min- 
nesotans to reward themselves for running 
through the winter and celebrate the great state 
of Minnesota with friends. Rock your “lumber- 
jack” best or think creatively about how to best 
represent Minnesota! That’s right, judging for 
best lumberjack costume, Minnesotan, and 
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winter beard competitions will take place at the 
event. Following the race, keep the fun going at 
the post-race beer garden: 


THEODORE WIRTHiPARK 
Minneapolis 

$10 snowboard pass 
www.minneapolisparks.org 

Featuring the first inner-city snowboard pro: 
gram, now with snow-making*equipment, Theo- < 
dore Wirth Park also plays host to cross-country. 
skiing and sledding/tubing ШЖ шше, š 


FROZEN МЇММЕН)] a ГАНГА. 
Minneapolis 
Free ї, 
www.minneapolisparks. ^. АЎ 
With a slight minty-blue tint, Mi Rehaha Falls is 
the perfect backdrop for Some ба: weather self- f 
ies or justa glorious bit of P to enjoy: 


LEBANON WiLL Si | 4 
REGIONAL PARK; , 

Еадап 

Free 

www.co.dakota.mn.us 

With over 12 miles of winter ski trails, the park 
also features special events open to the public 
such as candle-lit trails in the evening and 
nature scavenger hunts. After your fun in the 
snow, return to the visitors center for a cup of 
hot chocolate or spiced cider. B 


\ 
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courtesy of U.S. Figure Skating 


E accomplishment and there's so much additional 
` added pressure from myself because it's some; 


ax mehit and the ice at that time." є 


Hungry for the Title 


By Shane Lueck 


"It's a unique type of pressure because I think 
that any time you're going for a repeat title, the 
weight on your shoulders is enormous." 


So says current reigning women’s U.S. figure _ 


skating national champion, Ashley Wagner. Held 
annually since 1914, the U.S. Figure Skating 
Championships is the nation's most prestigious 


figure skating event each year. With three na- . 


tional titles under her belt, when the champion- 
ships come to St. Paul, Wagner will be going for 
gold a fourth time. Build in the added pressuni 
that she admits she had an “iffy” 2014, unable to 
repeat her title that year, and it appears the men- 
tal game might be her undoing. 

= “Т did not claim my title again, so this would 


be my first year back to repeat my title. So t 


a n s just a lot of pressure that comes with it. 
Апа to have four titles would be such an amazin 


PC I want for myself. The best thing you can 
` really do for yourself is forget about йк ЫА? 


^N у that's happened in the past and focus on the mo- 


> 


Being in the right head space is crücial for 
skaters, as Wagner exemplified at the Grand" 
Prix Final in Barcelona in December. Wagner 
finished fourth at the Grand Prix Final, but it was 
almost a win in her books considering from how 
far back she’d come. 

After a wretched short program, she had a 
stellar performance in the long program thanks 
to an inspiring conversation with training partner 
Adam Rippon, who was back in Los Angeles. The 
talk, and the Barcelona result, have boosted her 
confidence for her title defense at the U.S. Cham- 
pionships this month and, she hopes, the World 
Championships in Boston in March. 


x ps 


"head I see a new skater who is younger and I'm 


“I was saying, Maybe this isn't my place any 
more, maybe this isn't what I should be doing," 
Wagner says. "And he sat me down and said, 
“Maybe you should start listening to all these 


tweets that you send out, all these Instagram 


posts that say that you just love the sport, and 
‘maybe you should just skate because you love 
ity not think about the results, and the rest will 
follow." 3 
For Wagner, who is considered a "veteran" at 
FE id 24 and has:been skating for nearly 20 years, 
. Shea admits that she has just a fraction of time 
“Лей in the sport. "It's getting to the point where I 
have to'start thinking about what's next. Skating 
has. been a huge part of my life and has defined 
й ат for so long, so I have to start thinking 
what's next and I don't like to. 
° 21 had a couple bad skates [this year] and I 
ot to thinking is this what I want, have I done 
hing I wanted to do? I went to every com- 
( n so solid, but then, ünder pressure, noth- 
seemed to be coming together. You start to 
about where is this coming from? Is this 
just because I'm tired or am I over-thinking and 
-planning? It seems every time I turn my 


constantly being challenged by something new. 
So when you're up against that, it's easy to won- 
der when is this going to be enough for me?" 
But thanks to Adam Rippon, who was fea- 
tured in a previous issue of Lavender magazine, 
Wagner was able to muster up the mental game 
to finish strong. “To have a friendship like the 
one I have with Adam, I am so incredibly lucky," 
she says. “То have someone who understands 
exactly what you're going through, who is in the 
exact same shoes, who has the same doubts, feel- 
ings, struggles...it gives some clarity. Your point 
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Photo courtesy of U.S. Figure Skating 


of view of what's going on can be small-minded, 
so when you get someone else who gets what's 
going on and can give a wider perspective, he 
was able to snap my head back on and get me 
back in the competitive mindset." 

With the U.S. Championships mere weeks 
away, the senior ladies free skate is considered 
a mustsee event for Wagner and everyone 
else. "That's when we're all going for the titles 
and the claws come out." 

Indeed, the ladies competition is a highlight 
of the U.S. Championships with an impressive 
list of past champions including Peggy Flem- 
ing, Dorothy Hamill, Kristi Yamaguchi, Nancy 
Kerrigan, Tara Lipinski, and Michelle Kwan 
among the almost 100 year history of the event. 
The championship ladies free skate will crown 
the coveted title of U.S. ladies champion, an 
honor Ashley Wagner hopes to defend after 
her victory last year. If Wagner succeeds, she 
will become a four-time U.S. champion. Others 
to watch: Gracie Gold, Polina Edmunds, Court- 
ney Hicks, Karen Chen, and Mirai Nagasu. 

Wagner admits she never actually got to 
see in person too many skating events growing 
up, due to her “military child" upbringing and 
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moving around a lot, but she grew up watching 
televised skating. 

“I grew up watching the greats,” Wagner 
says, citing Tara Lipinski and Kristi Yamagu- 
chi. “So these women were just mesmerizing 
to me. They had such command over the ice. 
Back then skating was huge in the States, so to 
be able to grow up and see what skating did for 
these athletes is definitely inspiring and pushed 
me to get to this level in my own career." 

While many enjoy the beauty and grace that 
is the women's competition, the men also know 
how to put on a show. Dick Button, Scott Ham- 
ilton, Brian Boitano, Todd Eldredge, and Evan 
Lysacek are just some of the historic names that 
have been crowned U.S. champion in this event. 
The history is undeniable and the strength of 
field makes this one of the toughest events to 
win annually. Technique, concentration, and the 
ability to perform under pressure are the key re- 
quirements to claim victory in the men's event. 
As strength is showcased and quadruple jumps 
are attempted, the men will compete over two 
days in the short program and a free skate, simi- 
lar to the ladies competition. 

Championship pairs has the best of both 
worlds, and then some. The pairs event com- 
bines the athleticism of singles skating with the 
precision of ice dancing, mixed with the thrilling 
acrobatics of overhead lifts and throws. Each 
movement is performed in unison, demonstrat- 
ing exact timing and line between partners. 

Whereas, if you like Dancing with the Stars, 
the ice dancing event is for you. Unlike pairs 
skating, ice dancing is based on different as- 
pects of dance, including rhythm, interpreta- 
tion of the music, and precise steps. Its beauty 
lies in its limitless creativity, choreography and 
theatrical and innovative aspects. Ice dancing is 
the only discipline that permits vocal music and 
costumes that are traditionally more elaborate 
in order to enhance the performance. 

Approximately 400 figure skaters from all 
over the United States will compete in the se- 
nior, junior, novice, intermediate, and juvenile 
levels for 20 national titles awarded in ladies' 
singles, men's singles, pairs, and dance. 

But what everyone is talking about going into 
the 2016 championships is the rivalry between 
Gracie Gold and Ashley Wagner, something that 
Wagner is ready for. "I think the drama is go- 
ing to ensure it's an event to watch," she says. 
“Tm so excited to have finished the Grand Prix 
on a high note; I'm heading into nationals with 
a confidence boost. So I think nationals for me 
just needs to be a solid event, hopefully leading 
into Worlds in Boston. That's the main goal. I'm 
there for my fourth title; [m hungry.” 

Approximately 100,000 spectators are ex- 
pected to attend the 2016 championships, 
many of whom will travel from outside the Saint 
Paul area. And for many young skaters, seeing 
someone like Wagner perform on the ice could 


be just the inspiration they need to chase their 
own Olympic dreams. After all, it was seeing 
Tara Lipinski that did it for Wagner. It's a reality 
that the skater hasn't quite grappled with yet. 

“I can't even imagine I do that for other peo- 
ple," she says. “But the idea that there is some 
kid out there watching my skating and saying 
they want to be able to do that...it's an incred- 
ible feeling and that reminds me that I need to 
have my act together. We need more people to 
love this sport and be crazy for it." 

Getting that younger demographic interest- 
ed in skating is crucial for the sport since, as 
Wagner admits, athletes tend to age out of com- 
petitive skating sooner rather than later. In the 
world of figure skating, “veteran” is a frighten- 
ing word. It means you're pushing retirement 
because you're all the way into your twenties. 

Skating-career years are kind of like dog 
years, and Wagner is apt to talk about age in 
a way baffling to laypeople. She'll begin a sen- 
tence with “I may be 24, but..." ending in head- 
shaking disbelief with a clause about how she's 
still learning. Or else she'll self deprecate by 
referring to herself as a 33-year old trapped in a 
23-year old's body. 

"I mightjusthave one more Olympicsi in me, 
and then who knows?” Wagner . Says. “There 
are so many roads that I could end up going 
down. I think when I'm ready to be done with 
skating, I'll know in my heart. When 2018 rolls 
around and I want to keep competing, then TII 
see, but for now i it's up in the air." 

Although, she might just be getting better 
with age. At lastiyear's s nationals, Wagner got 
some vindicatio; on os -breaking per- 
formance, scoring:22 Inher r long program, 
she landed seven її jumps; heluding two in 
combination. Ag i 
ber for Wagner Y 

Off the ice; "Wagner. is fa 


and, thost likely, of 2 
athlete at the 2014 


ing, “I think’ at i it is incredible that Ba EN 
magazine is partaking in this eg I think it’s a 
huge thing for U.S. Figure Skating to give its 
blessing and show some progress in this sport." 
Her fearlessness off the ice, her willingness 
to say what she thinks at all times, has long 
been noted by those who report on the sport. 
And now, with her record-breaking nationals 
turnout last year and her ability to turn things 
around after a poor short program throughout 
this past season, it appears she has found a 
fearlessness on the ice to match it. BM 


For a complete schedule of events and to purchase 
tickets, head to www.2016uschampionships.com. 
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More Than a Hot Mess 


By John Mark 
Photography by Erin Pederson 


Sound check was over, but Shamir was still seated on the edge of the stage, tinkering on his guitar. A 
less familiar First Avenue, spacious, empty, and lit brightly with fluorescents, was a quiet space to talk. 
In the two weeks leading up to our interview, Shamir’s tour schedule took him to Santa Ana, Las Vegas, 
Los Angeles, Portland, Vancouver, Seattle, Denver, Kansas City, and now Minneapolis. 


‘Tve only been doing this for a year, so I’m getting used to 
the life," Shamir shared. "Twice already on this tour, a drunk 
person has come up on the stage and started dancing. The 
first time the dude was cool and left after the song, the second 
time this other guy would not leave and security had to get 
him, I was like ‘Oh, Lord.’ It's not something I'm trying to stop 
completely, but if it happens, it happens." 

While his talent has been known internationally for just 
over a year, the Las Vegas-grown musician, has been making 
music since his early teens. After sending a demo out in the 
summer of 2013, Shamir was flown to New York by Brooklyn- 
based indie label, Godmode. His first EP, Northtown, received 
overwhelmingly positive reviews and garnered him a deal with 
XL Recordings for his first full-length studio album, Ratchet, 
which released in May. In the past year, Shamir has appeared 
on Andy Cohen's Watch What Happens Live, France's Live du 
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Grand Journal, toured with Marina and the Diamonds and 
Years & Years, interviewed with Glamour and Vogue, and bal- 
anced countless other press and concert obligations with his 
busy touring and recording schedule. 

Shamir paints a quaint picture of his upbringing in North 
Las Vegas, far from The Strip, where "there's nothing to do." 
Largely self-taught, from a young age Shamir never shied 
away from learning something new. “Lately, I’ve been starting 
with lyrics, but guitar came first. I taught myself piano; I’m still 
not that good. My [aunt] got a keyboard, so when I came over, 
Га play. I write the best at night, alone in my room." 

Though down time has become scarce, family and friends 
are a priority when Shamir is home. “My friends and I have 
dinner parties, because when I’m gone, they’re starving. None 
of them know how to cook. As soon as I get home they’re like, 
‘Shamir, cook for us!’ So ГЇ make them a whole feast: pota- 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 = 


toes, broccoli and cheese, a whole chicken." A self-described “old per- 
son," cooking is well accompanied by knitting and crocheting as Shamir's 
recreational pastimes. “I just crocheted a beanie and scarf. It's grey, so it 
goes with my grey jean jacket. I always do matching scarves and hats, It's 
kind of my thing. I love it, it’s very relaxing for me." 

The first thing often pointed out about Shamir's music is the lightness 
of his voice. Highly melodic and a bit androgynous; for Shamir, it comes 
from a plain truth. “My voice just never changed." It's no secret that the 
music industry likes to put people in boxes, and for an artist like Shamir, 
his distinctive voice, gender, and sexuality are likely to become exhaust- 
ed topics. "Being compared to Prince is super flattering, but I don't really 
see it. I think it's a very surface comparison." A comment serendipitous 
to a room where Purple Rain was filmed, Shamir's sense of humor be- 
came more apparent as we moved to First Ave's private garage, where his 
tour bus was parked. "They get us hotel rooms, but I kind of like sleeping 
in the bus. It's like being in a coffin." 
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Shamir is likable. This is an innate truth. Whether people are pulled 
in by his visceral music videos, his potent sound, or his boyish charm, 
Shamir's fan base is growing at an alarming rate. In watching his show that 
evening, an enraptured audience mouthed every word and interacted with 
Shamir with an enthusiasm that's rare for an artist so new to the scene. 


"What impressed me even more was the diversity of the audience. Fans of 


all ages, genders, and socioeconomic backgrounds gathered to bounce to 
songs like “On the Regular,” to jump to “Call it Off,” and to sway to “Darker.” 

In speaking and sharing space with Shamir, a great deal of gratitude 
runs through his every word. In a world where so often queer artistry 
and social activism are expected to run hand in hand, it's my hope that 
as Shamir is catapulted into the spotlight, the focus remains on his bril- 
liant work. At the end of the day, it's not his responsibility to be the face 
of a queer movement or the voice of a new generation. He's not a young 
Prince or a Nina Simone. He's just Shamir, and that's powerful enough 
on its own. 
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OUR HOMES 


RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2016 Nissan Maxima 


In 1988, Nissan introduced what they called 
the “Four-Door Sports Car.” 

That car (the 1989 Nissan Maxima SE) 
changed Nissan's fortunes at a time when they 
were known for reliable cars and trucks with 
lackluster styling. The Maxima looked like a 
sports sedan and had the swagger to match. 
The SE model was available with a manual 
transmission, sports-tuned suspension, and 
supportive seats. This particular model was the 
darling of enthusiasts who were not able to af- 
ford the finest cars of that time. 

Since then, the big Maxima sedan had 
its share of ups and downs. Some would say 
that it had an identity crisis over the years. 
While it tried to regain its “4DSC” grandeur, 
it was also playing in a segment that was on 


the downslide. It seemed that no one wanted 
a sporty, V6-powered, front-wheel drive big 
sedan with a Continuously Variable Transmis- 
sion connected to it. Not one that billed itself 
as a "Four-Door Sports Car." 

Sales of the Maxima were semi-existent in 
the last several years. The entire segment has 
been losing favor with young buyers, including 
the Chevrolet Impala, Toyota Avalon, Ford Tau- 
rus, and so forth. It got to the point when Nissan 
considered dropping the Maxima for good. 

Then, they had a change of heart. For Nis- 
san to sell another Maxima, it had to be one 
that would be provocative enough to apply the 
“ADSC” moniker again. It would also be aspi- 
rational for premium buyers, while competing 
with the likes of the Dodge Charger, Chrysler 


300, and the rest of the big car brigade. In all, it 
would have to be something really special. 

For 2016, Nissan presented its eighth gen- 
eration Maxima. The hype was matched with 
plenty of praise by my fellow members of the 
automotive media. Well, I finally got a hold 
of one to see if Nissan was right to keep the 
Maxima in the lineup. All I want to know is 
whether the spirit of the 1989 Maxima SE was 
recaptured in this new version. 

'The 1989 Maxima changed the look of Nis- 
san at the time: rounded, taut, and focused. 
'This 2016 edition carried on some of the latest 
cues seen in the Murano crossover to create a 
long, short, and lean big sedan. The front end 
represents the latest in Nissan's design con- 
cepts, with a three-dimensional grille, accented 
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RIDE REVIEW 


with chrome surrounds in the “V” crowning 
the front end. Angular shapes (including the 
LED lamps, the remaining headlight units, 
and the creases) highlight a front end that has 
snapped a few necks upon seeing it. This leads 
to a sleek silhouette with curves and angles 
forging a folded profile all the way to the rear. 
'The same angular design and chrome accent- 
ing pervades in the rear, including a pair of 
wide wraparound tail lamp units. 

The roofline is low. One might say it could 
be coupe-ike. The doors have great angular 
shapes, leading to a C-pillar appliqué that melds 
the top and bottom of the glasshouse down to 
the fender. This emulates the Murano's own 
C-pillar design and creates a dramatic effect 
to the entire profile. On this platinum model, 
eighteen-inch machine finished aluminum flat- 
spoked wheels round out a car that is both ag- 
gressive and luxurious at the same time. 

The concept of today's “Four-Door Sports 
Car" truly comes to life when stepping inside 
the Maxima. Because the roofline is low, so 
is interior height. That creates a "sports car" 
effect, from the placement of the ignition but- 
ton on the console to the instrument cluster. 
Between two decently sized dials is a TFT 
screen that has a choice of screens to gauge 
the vehicle's health, trip, and fuel consumption 
information. These readouts fit in the steering 
wheel opening, which in itself is all new. The 
buttons and switches on the steering wheel are 
the best Nissan has ever presented with great 
touch points all around. In all, switches have 
improved throughout the Maxima's cabin with 
great placement. 

In the platinum, an eightinch touch screen 
dominates the center stack. NissanConnect 
now drives the system, which includes Siri- 
usXM traffic and weather reporting, customiz- 
able alerts for parents of driving-age children 
for curfew and speed issues, remote access 
to the vehicle, automatic collision notification, 
and theft tracking, to name a few. All it takes 
is a Bluetooth connection and an app on your 
smartphone to make it all work. The infotain- 
ment system also plays back music files from 
your phone, takes your phone calls, and offers 


SiriusXM and HD Radio broadcasts and very 
good mapping. А knob on the console also con- 
trols the infotainment system, in particular the 
mapping and navigation. Bose supplies eleven 
speakers for a good sounding cabin. 

In the platinum, seating is adorned by 
quilted leather upholstery. Front positions of 
fer power adjustment for both the driver and 
passenger, which includes lumbar support with 
memory adjustment for the driver. The driver 
also gets a manual thigh adjustment and deep 
bolsters in the cushion and backrest. They 
are comfortable and supportive, though tall 
drivers may have to drop the seat low to clear 
the panoramic roof. The front seats could be 
heated and cooled, and the driver gets a heated 
steering wheel. There is enough legroom for 
everyone in the back, but headroom is limited 
for anyone above six-feet tall. The head will get 
tucked away in a space between the panoramic 
roof and the rear glass. 

If there is a huge highlight in the 2016 Max- 
ima, it is the updated VQ35 V6 engine. This 
award-winning engine is one of the best in the 
business. Nissan massaged this engine further, 
resulting in an output of 300 horsepower and 
261 pound-feet of torque. This engine delivers 
smooth power that is also wonderfully quick. 
Power from the V6 is filtered through the 
Xtronic Continuously Variable Transmission. It 
is improved from the last generation, yet there 
seems to be a lack of real transmission feel and 
feedback when it goes through the "ratios." In 
truth, this V6 is better suited with a geared- 
type of automatic transmission. Enthusiasts 
would rather want a manual gearbox to match 
its *Four-Door Sports Car" moniker, just like 
the original 1989 Maxima SE. There is a Sport 
mode available for more aggressive "shifts," 
though the CVT felt happier in Normal mode. 
'The front wheels drive this 3,593-pound sedan. 

Driving the Maxima meant having one of 
the smoothest rides in its class. Even on bump- 
jer roads, the Maxima's suspension absorbed 
it well for minimal feel and feedback through 
the cabin. The car is also quiet, thanks to ac- 
tive noise canceling. In the platinum, handling 
tended to be softer with some lean through the 


turns, though it is quite composed on the road. 
For better handling, it is suggested to check 
out the SR model, below the platinum. The SR 
is a dedicated sportier version that features an 
Integrated Dynamics-control Module with Ac- 
tive Ride Control, Active Trace Control and Ac- 
tive Engine Brake. In all, this is the one that 
would drive the way a “Four-Door Sports Car” 
should. 

The electric steering system is very good, 
with a heavier weight than found in its class. 
'This is a good thing, as it offers solid feel and 
control at the wheel. The turning radius is 
good for its size and on-center feel is excellent. 
Braking tended to be soft at the pedal, though 
stopping is good in panic and normal situa- 
tions. The platinum also has active cruise con- 
trol with distance adjustment, driver attention 
alert, blind spot monitoring, rear cross traffic 
alert, moving object detection, and an around- 
view mirror with a full 360-degree view of the 
car coming through the infotainment screen. 
The platinum model also has front collision 
warning with emergency braking, as sensed 
from a front monitor. 

Being a big car, the Maxima was designed 
to attain the best fuel economy in its class, with 
an estimated 30 MPG on the highway. In our 
testing, the Maxima averaged 24.3 MPG. This 
appears to be normal for the class. 

There are five 2016 Maximas to choose 
from. The entry-level S model is well equipped, 
starting at $32,410. Our platinum tester came 
with a sticker price of $40,685. If you want a 
sportier Maxima, the SR is priced from $37,670. 

For almost eliminating their big sedan, 
Nissan did pull off a Maxima that is edgy in 
design, with a paean to its “Four-Door Sports 
Car" roots. Though one would argue that it falls 
short in the “4DSC” promise, missing a few key 
elements that would match that moniker. For 
being a full-sized car with premium aspirations, 
it fits that bill nicely. 

Perhaps it does not have to be a replica of 
the game-changing 1989 Nissan Maxima SE. It 
simply needs to be a solid big car with good 
road manners and a nice feel all around. That is 
perhaps good enough for Nissan. B 
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OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Oh, Just Snut Up! 


Sometimes I just want people to shut up. 

Last night, I was at a party with a group of intellectuals and they 
would not stop talking. It wasn't conversation. Rather, it was like being 
held captive in an interminable TED Talk. No one was actually listening. 
Rather, each person sat at the edge of their seat, coiled with tension, 
waiting for their opportunity to suck the oxygen out of the room. 

Each person took turns clobbering the audience with polysyllabic 
jargon, which left me feeling punch drunk and mighty stupid. 

Ilove being in the company of people smarter than me. It's like play- 
ing tennis with a superior player — it strengthens your skills. What I 
don't love is when someone feels the need to prove their intellect by 
making others feel dim. That's not being smart; it's just being rude. At 
last night's party, a smug academic loudly corrected one of my friends 
when she incorrectly used the term “nonplused.” 

Later, I imagined defending my friend's honor by tossing a drink 
in the pretentious jackass’ face, after which I would ask: “Feeling non- 
plused? That's the correct use of that term, right?" But, of course, I 
didn't think of doing that until I was driving home because Im not clever 
enough to come up with witty retorts in the moment. 

Recently, I discovered that the words moron, imbecile, and idiot 
mean different things. In fact, they used to be medical terms! After the 
IQ test was invented in the early 1900s, people with low IQs were clas- 
sified by those terms depending on where they fell on the scale — with 
idiots having the lowest IQs followed by imbeciles and morons. 

Of course, the true idiots were those who invented that outlandish 
rating system. They would have been wiser to create designations for 
those who feel compelled to prove that they're super smart, something 
along the lines of: pompous, condescending, and insufferable. 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 
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There is a time and place to act smarter than everyone else: for ex- 
ample, when you're defending your PhD or debating a global warming- 
denier. But not at a cocktail party, which by definition is a “mixer.” That 
means you are supposed to mix with other people and not cordon your- 
self off behind a wall of words. 

Here's an interesting fact: the cocktail party is considered an inven- 
tion! Its progenitor was Mrs. Julius S. Walsh Jr. of St. Louis, Missouri. 
In 1917, she invited 50 guests to her home at high noon for a one-hour 
affair, and within weeks, cocktail parties became a St. Louis institution 
and then spread throughout the world. 

Now that's the perfect type of anecdote to bring forward at a cocktail 
party. It accomplishes the following: a.) it sparks, rather than blocks, 
conversation; b.) makes you appear knowledgeable; and c.) doesn't 
make anyone feel stupid. Even though you got this tidbit from the wildly 
inaccurate Wikipedia, in terms of cocktail chatter, it's much more impor- 
tant to be interesting than factual. 

Irealize that this is a rant, which, perhaps, is just as unbearable as 
being a boorish party guest. And I also realize that anti-intellectualism 
is a serious threat to civilization, and being smart is awesome! But what 
some smart people don't realize is that a conversation is a dialogue and 
not a monologue. Ignoring social cues and force-feeding partygoers a 
treatise on Middle English will guarantee you're not invited to the next 
soiree. 

And, yes, I know that I used the word "treatise" incorrectly in that 
sentence. But if I said it at a party with a drink in hand, so what? You're 
allowed to be imprecise and sloppy at parties — that's what the cocktails 
are for! B 
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COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff that 
cares! Meeting Space with a gender neutral 
restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. 


EVENT PLANNING 


Sandy's Photo booths are perfect for 
any event. Our professional attendant 
will guarantee your guests have a great 
time. Large booth, props, & everyone 
gets a print. www.sandysphotobooth.com, 
(763] 269-3988. 
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Rev. Gennifer Johnson, Blessed 
Harmony Spiritual. Ordained minister, 
wedding and event planning, premarital 
planning, Flower of Life  Meditational 
Workshops. (715) 475-8268, 

www.blessedharmonyspiritualservices.com. 
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Work as an 
Advertising Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great Commission! 
Fun working environment! 


LAVENDER 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


AUTO DEALERS 


You have a friend at 

Rosedale Chevrolet, 

Call Dewey Lysen at 
(612) 805-8232 


Honor all buying programs and credit 


union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


бееде www.rosedalechev.com 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLORISTS 


3 Z= of Exe m 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


— 
(HAGENS 2222 ) 


FREE Estimates = All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


Brighten your home with 
a floral arrangement! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
a anc eati үм ад 


GUN SHOPS 


DERMATOLOGY 


uptownoskinspa 
dermatology Gar PS 
Education 
Experience 


Excellence 
... With a smile. 
, Healthy Skin, it's a 
Jaime Davis, MD Beautiful Thing! 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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*Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, ММ • 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI • 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


612-205-5618 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Struggling with 
Substance Abuse? 
Take the 1st step & call 


PRIDE Institute, the nation's 1st, 
exclusive, LGBT treatment center 


Call PRIDE today. IDE 
952-934-7554 


I ITUTE 
—— 


PLUMBING * HEATING + COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 
612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


m 


construction inc. 
M's that easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN У 


Roofing Remodeling 
Siding Insulation 


Windows Home Energy Efficiency 
C CALL US 
812-888-5МАР (7627) 


Serving you for 100 years! SSNCE 191: 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


» ° 
S> Aavalon Services 


* Exceptional Carpet Cleaning and More 


w\ Call Today: 651-636-0288 
Au AavalonServices.com 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


LIVE BETTER. г 


612.870.4081 | shelterorchitecture.com 


RESTORATION * RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 


I @\\\ Your Complete Profesional HomeCare Company 


"m 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


INSURANCE 


763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


L ARI 


Davina M. Baldwin 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 


swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Stunning soft contemporary on a private acre plus 
your own boat slip on Bald Eagle lake, east metro. 


Be impressed! 
$389,000 (not a misprint) 


Steve STRUsinski 612-670-5725 


christopher j friend 
urban Mrealtor 


REALTOR’ 

“A BRIDGE BETWEEN BUYERS AND SELLERS” 
® р: 612-232-5527 

e: DonavonKeeney@edinarealty.com 


BANKER G 
BURNET 


Making Dreams Come Home™' 


nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 an 


+ - d — 
Т IT HARDI | 


LavenderMagazine.com/scorethursdays 


GLBT News & Lifestyle 
at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


p 


Available on the 
0 App Store 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 
www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 

Arise Project 

Committed to LGBTQ homeless 
youth; providing services and safety 
in times of need. 

AOA S. 8th St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 340-7500 
www.gtcuw.org/arise 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 E. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Red Door Services CAPS 
Program 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. Get connected to HIV care, 
support, and services. 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-3307 
www.capsprogram.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


EDUCATION 


Minneapolis College of Art 

& Design (MCAD) Continuing 
Education 

MCAD Continuing Education offers 
art and design classes year-round for 
kids, teens, and adults. 

2501 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 

www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 
Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gdi-mn.org 


McNamara Alumni Center 

An architecturally-stunning venue on 
the University of Minnesota campus. 
D'Amico Catering, parking ramp, 
adjacent hotel. 

200 Oak St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-9831 
www.mac-events.org 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


Reclaim! 

Working to increase access to 
mental health support for queer and 
transgender* youth. 

3217 Hennepin Ave. S., Ste. 2 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 235-6743 
http://www.reclaim-gbtyouth.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 
www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 

www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


CANTUS 
“The premier men’s vocal ensemble 
in the United States.” - Fanfare 
Magazine 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 

Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, celebration 
of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 
artists and new work while sparking 
conversation about challenging 
human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 
www.illusiontheater.org 
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Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 

www .JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 
www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


Phoenix Theater 

Comedy, Tragedy, and the stuff in 
between. Offers theater, music, late 
night events, and more. 

2605 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 377-2285 
www.phoenixtheatermpls.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 2076 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


VocalEssence 

Now in our 47th year, VocalEssence 
is a leading arts organization based 
in Minnesota. 

1900 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 547-1451 
www.vocalessence.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact 
us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 

www.agcmcc.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fccminneapolis.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Inclusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures and 
empowers hungry minds and souls. 
1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 
www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark's welcomes you. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 


Congregations around Minnesota 


that intentionally welcome all people 


regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tegsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 


Minnesota State Fair 

The "Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 
is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention & 
Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 
www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 
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QUORUM'S 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
PARTY 


DECEMBER 9, 2015 


Photo by Sophia Hantzés 
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LAVENDER'S 


/ FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


McCovs 


PUPPI QD USE у aia E ШИ, 
3801 Grand Way St. Louis Park | dj ANU АБЫ ! 
| E99 - G00 | 


Visit LavenderMagazine.com 
or our Facebook page for 
event location. 


Meet other athletes and sports fans while 
| you enjoy complimentary appetizers, | 
[| drink specials and a chance to i 
| register to win great prizes! ui 


PROUDLY SPONSORED BY 


B omatrix Ga 


Home Health Care Specialists GM 


Redone ELITE 


Rosedale 
CHEVROLET 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 

OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride, The Aliveness Project, LavenderMag azine.com/ scorethursdays 

Prime Timers MSP, Reclaim!, Mixed Blood Theatre, Minneapolis Movie Bears, Freedom Jazz, One Voice, 
North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band, TCGMC, HCMC's LGBT & Allies Employee Resource Group 


® Prudential 


LANNE. 


CHAMPIONSHIPS 2016 SAINT PAUL 


2016uschampionships.com 


CHAMPIONS mus CROWNED 


КАМ 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW 


CHAMPIONSHIP . SMUCKER'S SKATING 
WEEKEND SPECTACULAR 


Xcel Energy Center Box Office, Ticketmaster Ticket Centers, ticketmaster.com == 
Charge-By-Phone 800.745.3000, Groups 651.312.3486, TDD/TTY 800.359.2525 ڪڪ‎ 


xcelenergycenter.com 


